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II. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


That very considerable confusion exists in the 
public mind between the Royal Veterinary College 
(one of the teaching schools) and the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons (the diploma-grauting body) 
is certain. In London the mistake is very frequent. 
and as a rule all the advantage lies with the School. 
Metropolitan practitioners are looked upon by their 
clients as men who have been taught and have 
graduated at Camden Towr. ‘The teaching institu- 
tion thus obtains all the credit it deserves and in 
addition most of the prestige which rightfully be- 
longs to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The Body Corporate bas nothing to gain from this 
popular error; on the contrary it has the senti- 
mental grievance that it—the major—is too often 
absorbed in the school--the minor. We cannot 
complain because the school retains the name it had 
adopted about half a century before the Royal College 
was incorporated. and the only step we can take to 
prevent a continuance of the popular confusion is to 
change our corporate title, Is this worth doing ? 
what other name can the profession take which will 
worthily supersede our present Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons? The question is a practical 
one, for it we ask fur a New Charter, the alteration 
can be embodied in it. When the 1876 Charter 
was obtained this question was considered, and the 
Privy Council were invited to give us power to call 
ourselves the Royal Veterinary University. This 
change of name was refused, and it was hinted to 
our Council that the word University in this country 
was not applied to any institution limited to one 
Faculty. The suggestion has again cropped up in 
connection with the proposed new charter, and there 
‘are some men in favour of making another attempt to 
appropriate the term University. It is said that there 
1s only onestep from the sublime to the ridiculous, and 
it is worth while considering fur a moment whether 
the Privy Council might nt think we had made that 
‘Step if we asked them to give us a title now assumed 
by only five institutions in England, at all of which 
the curriculum embraces the whole range of Arts, 
‘Sciences and Literature A little modesty— even 
ina corporate body—is a wholesome thing, and a 
‘Attle tact and common sense may save us from con- 
tempt and ridicule—things more damaging than 
being mistaken for the Cainden Town teaching school. 


We much regret that space prevents us from publishing 
_ week some experiments on cattle with Koch’s tubercu- 
line, by - which have kindly been sent us by Pro- 


“IN FAVOUR OF A NEW CHARTER,” 


Speaking at a recent Veterinary Meeting a Oandi- 
date for re-election on the Council said * 1 am entire- 
ly in favour of a New Charter, and only the other 
day voted with the majority that declared a New 
Charter requisite.” He then went on to say he “ was 
entirely against the Ninth Clause being abolished ” 
and that he would not ‘‘ vote for any measure which 
would prevent men holding the dual-appointment.”’ 

What does a man mean when he tells us he is “in 
favour of a new charter’? For some years the pro- 
fession has been expressing its wish for three special 
reforms, which would have long since been carried 
out if they could have been obtained by an altera- 
tion of our bye-laws. The opponents of these reforms 
always entrenched themselves behind the one ex- 
cnse— “ We cannot get these reforms without a New 
Charter which would be very expensive and which 
perhaps after a lot of trouble would not be granted 
by the Privy Council.” This excuse at last became 
untenable, and retreat from the position inevitable. 
The voice of the profession became so pronounced 
and so unanimous in favour of reform that a New 
Charter was demanded. The motion was made in 
Council, and much to every one’s astonishment those 
men who had most firmly opposed all the reforms 
suddenly expressed their strong desire fur a new 
charter. Events have soon shown that this was only 
a strategic move to deceive, and not a conversion to 
the profession’s opinions. 

There is an old tale of a perfidious Spanish King 
who after much petitioning}]promised to release from 
captivity an imprisoned noble. ‘The day was fixed 
when the captive should be delivered to his friends, 
and with formalceremony the old nobleman, mounted 
on a charger was handed over to his joyous relatives. 
The King had kept the letter of his word—the cap- 
tive was dead. This is what our Council propose to do 
with the charter —they are in favour of a new charter, 
they will obtain a new charter for us, but it shall be 
one without vitality We ask for three primary re- 
forms, they will grant none of them. They will give us 
half-a-dozen changes and try to induce us to accept 
them instead of those we demand, Are we children 
or tools to be trifled with like this? Times with- 
out number has the profession expressed its wishes 
at meetings, in the journals, and by other means. 
Every year it waits patiently for the Annual General 
Meeting, expecting some announcement from the 
Council that its wishes are to be carried out, What 
prevents the consummation of our wishes? One thing 
and one thing only—the indolent good nature of those 
practitioners who cannot bring themselves to vote 
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against the old names presented year after year for 
re-election on the Council. It is hard to vote against 
a friend, and it is harder still when we cannot bit 
admit he has many qualifications for the office. It is 
reprehensible folly though to permit our personal 
feelings to over-rule our duty to the profession, and 
our duty clearly is to give no vote for the man 


' who opposes the few reforms which are necessary to 


give unity to the Body Corporate, and to permit 
justice being done in every quarter. 

To state that you are in favour of a New Charter 
when asked if you are in favour of the New Charter 
may be a good political evasion, but it is not the 
open, honest declaration of a man who intends to as- 
sist the profession in its wishes. No doubt the men 
opposed to the three reforms are honest in their be- 
liefs, but they should say in clear and decided lan- 
guage that they are jopposed, and that any Charter 
they may promote shall be one that prevents these 
reforms heing obtained. 

Let us make this election atest of the profession’s 
desires, let us honestly declare our views, and let us 
honestly vote only for those candidates who hold 
similar views. If this be done we shall obtain a 
charter of reform if it be not done we shall obtain a 
charter of evasion for which neither time, nor money, 
nor effort, are worth spending. 

How will the profession like a new charter which 
compels each practitioner to write to the registrar 
every year and enclose a fee, under penalty of being 
struck off the roll ? How will it like a new charter 
which gives power to again do what was done in 1876 
—elect alot of men as Fellows and grant them priv- 
eliges not granted to their neighbours; in other 
words strengthen the number of men in favour of the 
present “Ninth Clause” and so perpetuate for years 
to come the iniquitous inequality against which we 
are all protesting. Whether you like it or not, these 
will be your zeforms if you do not awaken and in- 
sist on justice. You can only prevent them by vot- 
ing this year for measures—not men— by voting only 
for those candidates who promise “THE THREE 
POINTS.” 


CANINE EYE-DISEASES. 
By Leenry, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr Hollingham’s interesting communication on 
Staphyloma induces me to record one or two similar 
experiences. Of three comparatively recent eye 
cases one, a pug, had staphyluma of such a nature 
that the inner surface on the anterior chamber was 
not materially bulged, nearly all the grape-like de- 
posit being heaped as it were upon the outer half of 
the cornea. Cocaine in my hands has not proved so 
valuable as Professor Penberthy and others have found 
it, and the anesthetic I used for this and all other 
dogs is Ether, as I have chloroformed a good many 
dogs and—tell it not in Gath—snuffed out a few. 
Ether has given me the best results with dogs, chloro- 


form with horses aud cats. The pug under consider. 
ation was held in such a position as to enable me to 
carefully cut off the greater part of the tumour till I 
came upon a ragged, ulcerated area, such as one often 
finds as a sequel to distemper when no signs of staphy- 
loma have been seen, a condition I imagine that arises 
from defective nutrition. This ulcer was treated 
with nitrate of silver, and made a rapid recovery 
leaving only a nebula such as might have resulted 
from a much less serious cause. In those cases where 
the dropsical condition of the aqueous chamber makes 
the cornea point, there is not necessarily a tumour of 
staphlomatous structure, and so far as my experience 
goes no treatment is of avail, and Mr. Hollingham’s 
plan of operation suggests itself as admirable. 
Whether the removal of the eye-ball reduces the 
sufferings of an animal whose sight is injured beyond 
repair, and whether or no sympathetic troubles are 
or are not more likely to follow, is one of the things 
upon which the collective experience of the profession 
would be valuable. I lean to the opinion that ina 
case of ruptured eye-ball—an eye “knocked out” 
and too much lacerated to be replaced with a hope 
of success—it should be wholly removed, and that im- 
mediately ; but there are many cases like Mr. Holl- 
ingham’s in which by preserving some of the rotun- 
dity of the part, a prominent eyed dog is not so much 
disfigured as by “the holes that eyes did once in- 
habit.” 


Frsrous Tumour or Carunouta LAcHRYMALIS. 


The subject of this tumour was a heavy bull dog, 
and the tumour dense and fibrous and of about the 
size of a spanish nut. An eminent dog doctor who 
holds the R.C.V.S. in contempt, had pronounced it 
impossible to operate upon. and run up a long score 
for *‘ Sedative lotions” etc. Its removal was of 
course very easy, as after securing the dog a stout 
suture silk was run thro’ it to hold it out and a 
scalpel severed the connections; this tumour had 
acted as a foreign body by its presence in the inner 


canthus and caused chronic inflammation of the con- 


junctiva, but a week or ten days sufficed for all the 
bad effects tu subside, the eye becoming perfectly 
transparent and free from tears. 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
T. H. Merricx, M.R.C.V.S., Northampton. 


The following, to me, unique case, may prove of 
interest to your readers. On Friday, 27th ult., I 
was requested by Mr. Wilson, of Woolton Hill Farm. 
near Northampton, to attend at once to see a cow, as 
the man said ‘“ with the galls.” ; 

I found the cow (an old one) down on her side, all 
four legs extended, breathing slightly stertorous, 0 
accelerated, pulse 66, and fairly strong. ——— 
103°, her ears, horns and extremities rather cold. 
The cow had calved, without assistance. 4 live “— 
forty-eight hours previously, and the owner ane 
saw her void the placental membranes, and she W 
till a short time before I saw her apparently gS 
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on well. As the animal was comparatively fresh the 
owner did not wish me to give her anything likely 
to affect her sale for meat in case he decided to have 
her slaughtered, I therefore simply placed her in a 
natural and comfortable position, well stimulated 
her back and loins, and administered a dose of Pot. 
Bromid., arranging to see her again in four or five 
hours time. However, before then the owner came 
to say he had made up his mind to have her killed, 
as he thought she was getting worse. 

Now comes the strange part of this otherwise un- 
eventful story. On the cow being opened by the 
butcher a second, but of course dead, calf was found 
in the uterus. I have since seen Mr. Wilson, and he 
assures me that the cow never pained in the slight- 
est after she had cleansed, and in every way seemed 
to be going on well till the attack of parturient 
apoplexy presented itself. I thought this a case 
worth recording, never having heard of or met with 


a similar one. 


THE DUAL APPOINTMENT, 

In view of the fact that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee has declined to make any recommendation to 
the Council upon the subject of dual appointments, 
it may not be out of place to say a few words upon 
the question, because most people think that the 
presence of a great many mutually elected exam- 
iners on the Council prevents that body from 
deciding in a proper manner questions of very vital 
importance connected with the schools. 

It is further asserted that persons should not 
have the power of electing one another to an office 
from which they may derive pecuniary benefit. It 
is also stated that the Council may be biassed, 
whenever questions arise connected with examina- 
tions, owing to the fact that nearly one-third of the 
Council is composed of examiners; and that their 
presence on the Council, even when bias is not 
shewn, gives rise to a flabbiness and vacillation of 
judgment pre-eminently calculated to bring its 
decisions into contempt. On the other hand, it may 
be pointed out that whatever happens at other times 
owing to the examiners, certainly no one can com- 
plain of any sign of weakness when the Council dis- 
cusses the question of dual appointment. For in 
face of the overwhelming decision of the profession 
against these appointments the (‘committee has the 
courage to make no recommendation. This solitary 
lustance of firmness, might be considered admirable 
though unwise, were it not for the unfortunate fact 
that so many Councillors hold the dual appointment 
and thus lay themselves open to a suspicion that they 
are acting for their own benefit. 

Some of the objections to dual appointments have 
been indicated above, and it may be worth while to 
€xamine them. 

_ At a meeting of the Council, Sir H, Simpson, 
in a very clever speech, pointed out that the 
‘emolument objection” could not apply to our 
examiners, because it was not the fees that they 
cared about; that the fees were so small as not to 
Constitute a salary, only an honorarium. But money 


is money whatever name yon give it, and although 
Sir H. Simpson may be indifferent, and there is no 
reason to doubt his word, it does not follow that his 
predecessors were, or that his successors will be 
equally indifferent. 

But the emolument derived from the office of 
Examiner does not depend alone upon the fees, it 
arises also from another source, namely, that the 
practitioner holding the appointment can greatly in- 
crease his income by judiciously informing his 
clients and others of the honours conferred upon 
him ; and indeed there is no reason why he should 
not, if in doing so he does not unfairly compete 
with his neighbours. This source of emolument 
has evidently escaped Sir H. Simpson’s observation, 
a remarkable oversight. seeing that he is the shrew- 
dest man on the Council. It appears therefore that, 
besides the actual fees they receive, the Examiners 
may have a heavy pecuniary interest in their office. 
If that is the case, then they ought not to be able to 
elect themselves or one another, and they ought not to 
be able to control the Council, which at any moment 
may be called upon to consider the way they perform 
their duties. 

It has been stated that the presence of Examiners 
on the Council is a source of vacillation in its de- 
cisions. The great object of the Examiners is 
naturally enough to enjoy their office in peace and 
quietness. Now let us see what happens when 
something occurs to ruffle their equanimity. It 
will be within the recollection of most of us that 
the Edinburgh students mobbed the Examiners 
once upon atime. Whe were in the right and who 
in the wrong ueed not trouble us at present. Suf- 
fice to say that the Examiners were mobbed, and 
that Mr. Robinson was the chief object of abuse. 
The Council-cum-Examiners at first backed up Mr. 
Robinson through thick and thin, it decided that he 
was right and the students wrong; but it soon be- 
came evident that peace and quietness were not to be 
attained on such easy terms, therefore at the next 
election of Examiners by the Council-cwm-Exami- 
ners, Mr. Robinson was thrown over. He was cast 
out as Jonah was, to appease the elements, and so 
peace was at last obtained, and Mr. Robinson be- 
came seriously ill. Now if Mr. Robinson after a 
formal enquiry was found to be wrong he ought to 
have been called upon to resign; but if found to be 
in the right (and the Council backed him up at 
first) then there is no difficulty in finding an ap- 
propriate term for the final transaction. 

In this affair we can perceive how the Council- 
cum-Examiuers performs its judicial functions. The 
students knew very well that the influence of the 
Examiners was preponderant on the Council, but if 
the students and their leaders had been certain of 
fair play it does not seem to be asserting too much, 
to say, that they would have appealed to the Coun- 
cilin its judicial, instead of its corporeal capacity. 
Let us go one step further into this question of Dual 
appointment, because it might be suggested that at 
at any rate as far as the actual performance of their 
duties is concerned the Examiners need no super- 
vision. 

It is to be feared that such asuggestion would not 
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be based upon fact. A writer in The Record 
« X——” makes the following assertion. “1 could 
mention several freshly fully qualified men who could 


net give a ball, pass a catheter, or even tape muzzle 


a dog.” That letter has met with no response. But 
the most scathing criticism comes from a far higher 
authority, namely the Principal Veterinary Surgeon 
in the Army, who shows that the Examiners pass 
many young men who are ignorant of the most ele- 
mentary details of every day practice. The Exam- 
iners therefore require strict supervision, which they 
will never get as long as they command the Council. 

Such are some of the reasons which have prompt- 
ed a crushing majority of the profession to decide 
against dual-appointments. The Parliamentary 
Committee has seen fit to ignore these views. It 
may now become necessary to take other steps, and 
amongst these to form a ‘Charter League” for the 
purpose of carrying the matter forward. 

BapMINTON. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual Meeting of the N. V. A., will be held 
at Doncaster during July ; any member wishing the 
opinion of the meeting upon any subject must give 
notice to the Provisional Secretary. They will take 
precedence in the order received. 

Asson. Prov. Sec. 


THE MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this Association was held at 
the Great Western Hotel, Birmingham, on Friday after- 
noon, February 13th, 1891. The President Mr. F. W. 
Wraae, occupied the chair. There were present, Pro- 
fessor Walley, Sir Henry Simpson; Messrs. Barber, 
Olver, Barling, E. Beddard, T. E. Cartwright, H. D. 
Pritchard, J. Blakeway, R. Wilson, A. Gibson, Franklin, 
H. M. Stanley, F. C. Tippey, Butcher, W. Carless, J. 
R. Carless, H. Collett, H. J. Dawes, Gold, F. L. Gooch, 
A. Green, T. Chambers, Martin, T.H. Merrick, H. Olver, 
E. Paley, Pemberton, Pinkett, W.S. Carless, G. Rossell, 
Capt. Russell, G. Smith, R. C. Trigger, Warmington, G. 
Wartnaby, J. Wiggins, H. Barrett, E. G. Crowhurst, 
W. 8. Weighill, F. Blakeway, Treasurer, and J. Malcolm, 
Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Dr. Garman (Wednesbury) ; Dr. Barling, 
(aisinaiem): Messrs. J. R. Green (Alfreton); Bakewell ; 

. Hughes (Owestry); Gartside Mayor (Kirkham) ; 
Scriven (Tadcaster). 

The Presdent (Mr. F. W Wragg) entertained the 
members present to a sumptuous luncheon at the Great 
Western Hotel, afterwards the members removed to 
another room and the meeting commenced. 

The Secretary (Mr. Jonny Matcotm) having read the 
minutes of the last meeting— 

Professor WaLLEY then asked permission to make a 
pe explanation. He said that at the last meet- 

dr. Manley made some remarks in reference to his posi- 
tion in connection with the medical Officers of health 


and the inspection of meat. Dr. Manley did not justly 
represent his position. He (the speaker) advocated the 
formation of a Sanitary Board, formed of the medicaj 
officer of health, the veterinary officer, and the senior 
inspector of markets and slaughter-houses. The Pro- 
fessor took occasion also to appeal on behalf of the com- 
mittee on “ black quarter,” for the views of members of 
the profession who had had experience of the disease, 
He would be very pleased to give his own experience, 
which, ten or fifteen years ago was very large. (Hear). 

The Present said that Professor Walley’s views, or 
those of any other member of the profession, would be 
very acceptable. 

The Secretary read letters of apology from the fol- 
lowing gentlemen :—Professors Pritchard, Penberthy, 
Williams, McFadyean, Axe, Dr. Fleming. Messrs. Kib- 
ble, Kenyon, J. M. Axe, Perrins, Tailby, Cartwright, 
Barling, Coe, Blakeway, Greaves, Hunting, Verney, and 
others. 

Mr. J. R. Green, of Alfreton, Mr. J. Brett of Not- 
tingham, and Mr. J. C. Martin, Chesterfield, were nomi- 
nated as new members. 

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. Olver, 
H. Barrett of Nuneaton was elected amember. On the 
motion of the Secretary, seconded by the President. 
Mr. Crowhurst of Leamington was also elected. Capt. 
Russell moved the election of Dr. Manley as an honorary 
associate, and referred in gratulatory terms to the paper 
lately read by that gentleman. Mr. Wiggins seconded 
the proposition and it was cordially agreed to. 

The PrEsIpENT, in accordance with what he termed an 
unwritten law, submitted the name of his successor in 
oftice, the name of a gentleman who, he said, had done a 
great deal for that Association as its Secretary—his 
friend Mr. Malcolm. (Applause). Mr. Malcolm would 
carry out the duties of President in the earnest manner 
in which he had always acted in promotion of its. 
interests. 

The Treasurer (Mr. Blakeway) seconded the nomi- 
nation, with pleasure, but with some reluctance. It 
would be very difficult to find a Secretary who would 
do the work so admirably and so successfully as Mr. 
Malcolm had done it. (Applause). He did not know 
a man whom he would have greater confidence in putting 
in any office (renewed applause), and his only regret 
was that they could not make him president without losing 
him from the secretaryship. 

Capt. Russet :—Whom are we going to have as sec- 
retary ? (a laugh). 

The Treasurer :—I daresay Mr. Malcolm can intro- 
duce te us a good man. 

The PrestpEnt :—I have no doubt of it. 

The resolution was agreed to amid hearty applause 
and Mr Matcoum, in reply, thanked his friends for their 
kind words and the great honour they had conferred. It 
had been a great pleasure to him to do the secretarial 
work, for every member he had had the least connection 
with had seemed ready to assist him. The responst- 
bilities of the presidency he fully appreciated. The 
Midland Society was either the oldest or one of the 
oldest Veterinary Societies in the Kingdom ; it was one 
of the largest, and it was also one of the wealthiest. 
(Hear, hear). Men who held the very highest positions 
in the profession had occupied the presidential chair ; 
and his diffidence in consenting to follow them was only 
overcome by the knowledge that he would have the as- 
sistance of their past president, their vice-presidents 
and, he believed, of every member. (Applause.) 

Mr. Dawes, of West Bromwich, was elected Secretary, 
on the nomination of Mr. Malcolm, seconded by Mr. 
Trigger. The re-election of Mr. Blakeway. whom - 


Trigger called “our perpetual treasurer,” was 
very heartily on Mr. Trigger’s motion, seconded by 
Mr. Carter and supported by Mr. Wiggins. 
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Mr. TricGER proposed and Mr. BaRuine seconded 
the election of Mr. Wartnaby as a vice-president. 

Mr. Bepparp proposed and Mr. Dawes seconded Mr. 
John Blakeway. 

Mr. CuamBeErs submitted the name of Mr. George 
Smith, reminding the members that Mr. Smith had 
been a member of the Association from 12 or 14 years, 
and one of the most regular attendants at its meetings. 
Mr. Wiearns seconded the motion. 

Mr. Jonn BuakEway withdrew, and Messrs. Warrt- 
and SmirH were elected. 

Mr. Harry Otver moved the election of the retiring 
President as a candidate for Council. He said that Mr. 
Wragg retired as a member of Council this year, after 
filling that position with credit to himself and advantage 
to the profession. He was the treasurer of the College, 
and as such must be known to his co-councillors as an 
exceptionally good man. He was the treasurer also of 
the National Veterinary Association, and he had many 
other things to recommend him. 

The TREASURER, in seconding the resolution, said that 
himself a member of Council for many years, he had 
known Mr. Wragg at the Council Chamber, and he could 
assure them that no more independent man sat, in that 
chamber. Mr. Wragg had always been actuated by a 
full determination to vote for those measures which he 
believed would be most consistent, and most advanta- 
geous, and he had pinned his judgement to no man. 

Mr. Wieains was proud to have the opportunity of 
voting for Mr. Wragg, who was a man particularly pre- 
eminent, and a man not ashamed of being found alone 
in a good cause. (Applause). 

Mr. Trigger also supported the motion, on the ground 
that Mr. Wragg was the most earnest, indefatigable 
— on the council, which could not afford to lose 

m. 

Mr. Joun Buakeway :—Would Mr.: Wragg give his 
opinion on the three burning questions of the day ? 

The Pnestpent, before replying, asked the Secretary 
to read the following letters : 


157 Fulham Road, 
London, S8.W. 
ebru llth, 1891. 
Drax Mr. Secretary, 
_ Attendance at a law court here will prevent me avail- 
ing myself of the pleasure of hearing Professor Walley’s 
paper and taking part in your discussions. 

I notice on the Agenda, a subject which I should much 
have liked to take part in—I refer to “ Nomination of 
‘Candidates for Council.” May I ask you to remind your 
members that this election may be a turning point in 
the progress of our profession, and that it should be ap- 
proached with more than usual caution. I anticipate 
that the Midland Society may nominate as their 
President, Mr. Wragg, who is one of the candidates 
this year. *If I were present I should vote for him, but 
much as I respect him and value his friendship, I should 
refuse todo so unless he gave clear expression to his 
_ on the most important professional topics. 

‘hether I believe a candidate agrees with me or not, 
T intend in future to vote only for men who trust their 
profession sufficiently to let their views on important 
questions be clearly known. I think this matter of 
sufficient importance to ask you and your Society to 
resolve (no matter who your nominee may be) only to 
vote for him on his clearly stating his views. , 


Yours truly, 
Witiiam Huontina. 


* This was written under a misapprehension. The writer 


phage cor Mr. Wragg was willing to vote for two 


SOUTHPORT, 
February 10th, 1891. 


Mr, Matcoum, 


-My dear Sir, 


Your circular to hand and if I am able shall be with 
you, but at present and for the last five or six weeks 
I am invalided, out of collar, and may not be able to get 
to the meeting, be that as it may I wish you a good meet- 
ing and an interesting discussion. 

At the Lancaahire meeting, last Friday, I ran up from 
here to attend, and I proposed Mr. W. Whittle as our 
candidate for council, Mr. P. Taylor seconded, and it 
was carried unanimously. I advised that our associa- 
tion should work in conjunction with Midland and York- 
shize. His views will be forthcoming. I believe he is in 
favour of a new ‘charter, annul clause IX, and no dual 
appointment. With every good wish, 

Yours as ever, 
THos. GREAVES. 


The PrestpEent said that not being a Midland Count- 
ies man, he felt very grateful to his friends for the great 
confidence they had reposed in him by proposing his 
name. He had been on the council for ten years, and 
had always tried to vote for what he thought the best 
interests of the profession (hear, hear), fearless of any- 
body’s pro or con. He thought he knew something 
about the profession, for he had belonged to it nearly 
30 years ; but he was asked by a certain gentleman to 
give his views. He did not fear to express his opinions 
publicly, The 9th clause was adopted in 1876, and 
he rather thought that the opposition to that 
clause should have been urged then. He must 
own that the clause bore very hardly on members 
who had been in the profession previously to 1876. It 
bore very hardly on him, for he had been a member of 
the profession for over 15 years, and he tried to think 
what he had done to the profession that he should not have 
been made what was called a “ foundation fellow.’ How- 
ever, he accepted what was done at the time and he 
would be sorry to complain now. As regarded the dual 
appointment question, there were a great many men 
now who were members of Council and Examiners, and 
the great question with him was whether those members 
of the council who were examiners coud be spared from 
the council. Of course he was quite in favour of a new 
charter. He thought there were a great many reforms 
required. But he would very much like to know what 
that charter was going to be before he pledged himself 
to vote for every clause of it. As regarded the election 
of vice-presidents by the profession, he did not suppose 
that anybody in that room knew that some years ago 
Professor Axe (?) moved that the president should only 
be elected after a certain number of years, and vice- 
presidents in a certain way, while he (the speaker) 
moved as an amendment that three of the vice-presidents 
should be elected from those men who had obtained a 
certain percentage of votes from the profession. He 
would still like to see a certain number of vice-presi- 
dents elected by the profession. 

The proposition was put and carried after a few words 
from Capt. Russell. 

Mr. Georce :—I suppuse it is imposible to run 
two candidates. 

The Secretary :—It means defeat. 

Mr, Smiru :—We have another old member of this 
profession whom we must not forget, I mean Professor 
Pritchard. 

The Prestpent :—I must say myself that you wont 
forget that Professor Pritchard is a Midland Counties 
man. You cannot have a better representative. 

The Secretary explained that it would be a tactical 
mistake to adopt two candidates, but said that he would 
be extremely pleased if most of the members would use 
their individual rights to support Prof. Pritchard. 
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The PresipEnt :—I know well that he is in favour of 
the abolition of the 9th clause. (Laughter). 

The subject dropped, and the Treasurer read his an- 
nual report, which he considered highly satisfactory, 
the balance during the year being advanced from 
£156 2s. 6d. to £174 15s. 3d. 

Mr. Otver proposed, Mr." BarBer seconded, and the 
meeting adopted a resolution of condolence with the wife 
of the late Mr. Reynolds of Daventry. 


PENETRATING WOUNDS IN THE FOOT 
OF THE HORSE. 


By Professor WALLey. 


The Professor considered his subject under under two 
heads : 

(1.) Penetrating wounds resulting from the acci- 
dental introduction of foreign bodies into the sensitive 
structures of the foot. 

(2.) Penetrating wounds resulting from, or connected 
with, shoeing. 

In reference to the first class of injuries he pointed 
out that the bodies which most largely produced such 
wounds were packing nails, and that they were of more 
frequent occurrence in town than in country practice, 
and that the accident was most largely caused by ani- 
mals placing the foot on the head of the nail and tilting 
the point upwards—the great weight of the body facilta- 
ting penetration; that such penetration took place, 
most frequently in the commissure, about 1 to 14 or 2 
inches from the apex of the frog; that while, as a rule, 
only one nail was found in the foot it occasionally jhap- 
pene that two or more were picked up and were apt to 

e overlooked by the practitioner. Such accidents 
were largely encountered in groups of threes and fours. 
Some of the most serious wounds were those met with 
in the feet of horses engaged in the removal of timber 
from plantings in which the brushwood had been recently 
cut down, in hunters passing through plantations, or 
over recently laid hedgerows, and in agricultural horses 
by treading on harrow tines. The depth of penetration 
was regulated by the direction in which the object pas- 
sed and the point of impact—the injury being frequently 
modified by the penetrating object doubling over, or by 
the height of the heels of the shove and the toe pieces. 
Such wounds were often rendered more serious by the 
penetrating object breaking short off in the tissues, and 
if the horn closes over it, it is apt to be overlooked on 
examination: the injuries were most frequently in- 
flicted in the sensitive sole, the sensitive frog, the os 
pedis. the navicular bone, the tendon of the flexor-pedis, 
and its bursa. Occasionally the os pedis was fractured 
more rarely, or the penetrating object passed through 
the bone and became clenched on its anterior surface. 
The indication of the penetration of foreign bodies were 
in some cases characteristic, in others ambiguous. In most 
instances lameness was observed immediately on the 
receipt of the injury and the animal was found—in the case 
of the hind foot—with the fetlock flexed and the weight 
thrown on to the toe, or alternately elevating and ex- 
tending the foot and then placing it on the ground care- 
fully ; that in most cases swelling and tenderness of the 
tissues at the back of the leg, with throbbing of the 
plantar arteries, was detected on examination. In 
seeking for evidence of the penetration of foreign bodies 
every suspicious looking mark in the sole should be fol- 
lowed to its termination. In extracting such bodies it 
is sometimes necessary to chip off or remove portions of 
the os pedis wiih a chisel or a gouge; in all cases the 
surrounding horn should be carefully thinned, and the 
mouth of the wound freely opened. 

An antiseptic should in all cases be introduced into the 
utmost recesses of such wounds. Preference over mineral 


acids (usually employed) being given to carbolic acid, solu- 
tion of corrosive sublimate or chloride of zinc, terebene 
and turpentine ; the effects of such injuries should not 
be under-estimated, but rather the patient should be 
thrown off work for a few days, and the foot carefully fo- 
mented or poulticed. In all severe cases the animal 
should be put in slings, and damage to the uninjured 
limb avoided by putting'a high-heeled boot on the footand 
applying a bandage to the leg. Laxatives, sedatives, and 
anodynes should be administered to the patient when 
necessary. 

In speaking of the results of such injuries it was 
pointed out that they depended upon the structures in- 
jured and the constitutional condition of the patient 
that the most serious results were caries of the os pedis; 
inflammation of the flexor-pedis tendon or its bursa, 
open navicular bursa, deep cavities followed by abscess, 
cellulitis, septiccemea pyzemia and tetanus. In the, 
treatment of results the professor advised that excessive 
granulation was best dealt with surgically, e.g. by the 
knife, the scissors, or the actual cautery, such treatment 
being productive of much less suffering than was in- 
flicted by potential cauteries. | Whenever the separa- 
tion of the frog or sole took place an exploratory groove 
should be cut from the point of entrance of the foreign 
body to the point of exit of the pus; in all cases where 
pain and lameness continued without any evidence of 
suppuration, injury to bone might be suspected; and 
such injury is frequently followed by corns and exfolia- 
tion. Fracture of the uavicular bone was frequently 
followed by permanent lameness. Bursitis was indicated by 
formation of a puffy swelling in the hollow of the heel 
followed by the formation of abscess ; that open navicu- 
lar bursa was best treated by macerating the foot for 
several hours daily in a strong solution of corrosive sub- 
limate and cuprum sulphate, with the application of 
blisters to the coronet ; that whenever caries of the os — 
pedis was evidenced, the destroyed portion of the bone 
should be removed without delay, and the resulting 
wound dressed with carbolic acid, and a blister applied 
to the coronet. Lameness remaining as a result of any 
of the complications mentioned was best combated by 
irritants applied to the coronet, e.g. by pyro-puncture, 
blisters,or setons, that the progress of cellulitis should 
be checked by the application of a blister at the seat of the 
uppermost limits of extension, and that immediately 
evidence of suppuration was attainable -the damaged 
should be freely incised, and irrigated with antiseptic 
solutions. Blood-poisoning should be prevented or 
combated by the use of appropriate remedies. 

In dealing with injuries resulting from shoeing, the 
essayist directed attention to the terms usually employed 
to designate the different forms of injury as pricks, and 
stabs or drawbacks—the term prick being applied when 
the nail is left in contact with the tissues into which it 
has been driven, and the term stab or drawback when the 
nail is withdrawn. The most important predisposing 
and actual causes of such injuries, it was pointed out, 
are abnormal conditions of the hoof itself, bad quality 
of nails, improperly fitted shoes, or inartistically fullered 
shoes or pointed uails, viciousness or restlessness on the 
part of the animal, and faults of the smith. The pro- 
fessor in this connection, emphasized the fact that such 
injuries as thosé under consideration were of far less 
frequency, and the results of less importance at the 
present day than was the case a few years ago; and he 
attributed this to the operation of several factors, 8. 
the better education of the shoeing smith, the introduc- 
tion of a better and more uniform quality of nail, the 
greater care taken of the foot of the horse, and the more 
universal superintendence of the V.S., and the vesaile 
of such injuries were less serious than of old by virtue 0 
the fact that the services of the V.S. are sought at the 
outset of the lameness. 
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In reference to the results of this class of injuries the 
essayist pointed out that they depended (a) upon the 
structures involved, and (b) on the extent of the in- 
jury; that in the case of the penetration of the 
sensitive lamin, or sole, or between these structures 
and the bone, the results were more serious than when 
penetration took place between the sensitive and horny 
lamin, or between the sensitive and horny sole ; as in 
the former case the suppurative action extends to the 
coronary cushion—giving rise to necrosis of the lateral 
cartilage, to formation ofsinuses (quittor), to ostitis peri- 
ostitis, arthritis, cellutitis, sphacelus, pyzemia and septi- 
cemia—or to the undermining of the whole of the sole ; 
while in the latter the resulting lesions were more super- 
ficial, and far more easily dealt with. 

In the management of such injuries the importance 
of seeking for evidence of extension of suppuration 
when such was not well defined, by making vertical ex- 
ploratory incisions through the wail, was particularly 
dwelt on, the essayist pointing out that he was, person- 
ally, quite satisfied when on making such incisions he 
found that the sensitive structures were normal in 
character and that blood was readily obtained, but that 
when they presented a par-boiled appearance or were 
highly congested he was suspicious of deep-seated mis- 
chief and continued his search; he deprecated hoof- 
stripping, asserting that inasmuch as the same ends 
could be gained by the use of the knife and the rasp 
with a minimum of suffering, and without incurring the 
same amount of injury to the sensitive structures, it was 
unnecessary and cruel. In these cases where evidence 
was forthcoming of pedal necrosis the essayist contended 
that the exfoliating structure could be readily removed 
by the aid of a drawing knife, without having recourse 
to more heroic surgical measures. In the general treat- 
ment of such injuries attention was directed to the 
necessity of placing the foot in a state of rest, of remov- 
ing pressure from the injured parts, and, at the same 
time, of protecting both the damaged structures and the 
sound bone from further injury by appropriate shoe- 
ing. As a preventive te injuries inflicted by picked-up 
nails, the professor advocated the use of leather soles 
and pads; and as preventives to injuries in shoeing he 
advocated improvement in the education of the smith— 
not only in respect of his art, but in a knowledge of the 
anatomy and physiology of the foot —the more 
extended supervision of the Veterinary Surgeon, 
and the registration of competent men. While in con- 
nection with the protective aspect of the question 
he pointed out the conditions under which the employer 
could be held responsible for the acts of his 
workmen, and urged upon his hearers the necessity of 
imsuring, and joining the Defence Society. 

Mr. Gzorce Smiru said they must all be very grate- 
ful to Prof. Walley for his excellent paper. Would he 
kindly explain whether he would apply blisters at the 
time the synovia was escaping ? His own idea was that at 
this period the foot must be kept perfectly still, and a 
horse’s foot would not be kept still while it was 
blistered. 

Mr. H. Srantey was of opinion that in all cases of 
open joints the finest treatment in the world was to put 
on a patent shoe and to blister. (Hear, hear). A horse 
would soon get his leg at rest if he was blistered properly. 
As to shoeing-smiths, however, he disagreed entirely 
with Prof. W 

of. Walley. When blacksmiths got a little 
knowledge, it proved very dangerous, They should as much 
- — be kept in their proper place ; otherwise after 

. rst row he had with the surgeon who employed him, 
4 acksmith would go and set up in business and call 
Almself a farrier. 

_Mr. Barger said he had found that in cases of syno- 
pre due to a fracture in the bursa, a solution of bi- 

Moride of mercury with liquor plumbi—a most unchemi- 


cal combination—acted splendidly. He liked to apply the 
cold pipe, too, instead of blistering. In open wounds he 
believed in blistering sharply. 

Mr. STANLEY interposed again to say that he would 
be pleased to see the patent shoe of which Prof. Walley 
had spoken. 

Captain RussExt said that there had been a remarkable 
diminution in the number of injuries to the foot, either 
because blacksmiths were better acquainted with their 
work, or, as he believed, because nails were nowadays 
made of a proper consistency and were ea ily driven. 
At Grantham, where the injuries met with were mostly 
caused by pieces of tin, metal and glass picked up, a 
rather simple but a very effectual treatment was prac- 
tised. They immediately removed the shoe, had the foot 
pared down as low as possible, and put the foot into a 
poultice. The dressing they used was that spoken of 
by his friend Mr. Barber, and was described in Gamgee’s 
Vade Mecum. In open joints, as soon as they could re- 
duce inflammatory action, they applied the oil of cloves 
with good results. They used a plate shoe, bound up 
at the toe soas to fit into the clip and screwed at the 
heel with two screws. It could be easily taken off 
for inspection of the wound. 

Mr. Goocn described a simple treatment for injury to 
the sole in cattle. It consisted of binding the wound, 
giving a free escape to the pus, cauterising the wound 
with the pure nitrate of silver and applying boracic acid 
in a common bag. 

Mr. Barper thought there was no better treatment 
than butter of antimony. It caused the least pain, if 
the action of the animal was to be taken as an indi- 
cation. 

Professor WALLEY doubted this. 

Mr. G. G. Mayor having narrated a curious case oc- 
curing within his experience, which was very difticult of 
diagnosis. 

Sir Henry Simpson tendered his thanks to those 
present for their kindness in asking him to come to Bir- 
mingham. With regard to the Farriers Company’s 
Scheme for the Registration of shoeing smiths, he 
thought he should throw in his lot with Prof. Walley 
and he trusted that gentlemen in the veterinary profes- 
sion would agree it was the right and proper thing. It 
would not do nowadays to say that any body of meu 
must be kept in ignorance. (Hear, hear), The tendency 
of the age was eutirely against that; and the shoeing- 
smith was an artizan, and a man who occupied a very 
important position in the animal economy. He thought 
that the farriers’ scheme was one likely to work a great 
amourt of good. He saw no harm whatever ip a man 
who had got to deal with the foot knowing what it con- 
sisted of. Hedid not think that likely to make the 
man dabble in what did not concern him. _ In fact, if he 
was a registered shoeing smith he would not be allowed 
to dabble, because his certificate might be taken from 
him if he went outside his own calling. Registration 
therefore was, in his opinion likely to be bene- 
ficial alike to the shoeing-smith and the veterinary sur- 
geon. It would tend to elevate the profession indirectly, 
because gentlemen who took an interest in shoeing, 
hunting men especially—who valued horses with a high 
action—would be likely to appreciate the veterinary 
surgeon who took the view that the education of shoeing 
smiths was important. He thought that he could men- 
tion another cause of injuries to the foot. | Within the 
last 48 hours he had been shown a shoe which could be 
put on without nails. It was an ordinary shoe with 
indiarubber, with no strips, but with four iron clips 
which were knocked up from outside and which had a 
jagged edge inside, that would catch in the crust. One 
valuable horse was shod with them, and pawed one shoe 
off the next night. There was nothing in the inven- 
tion, but the remarkable thing was the inventor had got 
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two or three good testimonials. They would see, how- | The TrEasuRER said that all veterinary surgeons 
ever, that if a horse got his shoe off in the night he was , should be furnished with the information Mr. Olver had 
likely to tread upon it in such a way as to suffer injury. | »sked for. Many who were without it had seen their 
As to animals in excessive pain, he need hardly remind foremen furnished with it, and he thought it was the 


them that sometimes their suffering was so exhausting | 
themselves. 


as to cause death. He remembered talking this over 
with Mr. Cox, who told him that he had once had oc- 
occasion to divide the nerve, and who said that he 
thought it desirable in extreme cases todo so. As to 
the diminished frequency of pricks, he was disposed to 
think that the better manufacture of nails had much to 
do with it. 

Mr. J. Buakeway was inclined to agree with Mr. 
Stanley as to the farriers. These men would be saying 
they knew as much about the foot as veterinary sur- 
geons, and their certificates must therefore be granted 
under very strict regulations As to discharge of syno- 
via, very great beuefit' was obtained from pressure on the 
under surface. His old partner used to recommend a 
dressing of alum and oxide of mercury for open joints, 
put in and wedged up with strips. 

Capt, Russett said that unless there was very careful 
registration he feared that farriers would in the im- 
mediate future gain some ascendancy over veterinary 
surgeons (a laugh), though 20 or 30 years hence registra- 
tion would prove to have been a beneficial thing. The 
upper classes were easily imposed upon. They were al- 
ways talking about shoes, and for the most part they 
knew nothing about it. A gentleman would take his 
horse to the smith and the smith would say, “ Oh, I can 
put that right. Lam a registered shoeing-smith and I 
can sell you white oils and any dressing you may require.”’ 
The gentleman would say “ I was going to send for “ Rus- 
sell, or Wragg, or Sir Henry Simpson,” but the smith 
would reply “ Oh that dvesn’t matter, I know all about 
it, here’s my certificate.” 

Prof. WaLtLey :—Who is going to teach them ? 

‘ Capt. Russett :—Well, we shan’t get the credit 
or it. 

Prof. Wat.iey :—You will if you teach them. 

Mr. TriecerR urged the advantage of always remov- 
ing the horn in case of punctured wounds, and the 
necessity of ignoring all assurances to the effect that the 
blacksmith had already had the shoe off. He thought 
the most painless cautery was the actual cautery. (Hear, 
hear). tie had had great difficulty in applying poten- 
tial cauteries after the first few days; and having re- 
sorted to the actual cautery so that he could stand 
better, he had been surprised to see that the animal 
hardly seemed to feel it, but stood perfectly still. One 
reason why pricks were less frequent was that the shoe- 
ing competitions at shows had taught blacksmiths not 
to pare and rasp the feet. He was nota bit afraid of 
the registration of shoeing-smiths. He welcomed it. 
The more they elevated other classes of society, the more 
they raised themselves. (Hear, hear.) When they 
were registered, smiths would not be one iota better 
able to sell white oils than they were now. The fact 
that already there were 700 applications for registration 
showed that the scheme would be a success, and veteri- 
nary surgeons would study their own interest if they 
were in the swim. He believed too that it would be a 
very great safeguard against actions at law to have em- 
ployed registered shoeing-smiths. 

Mr. Over said that in open bursa he found great 
success from carbolic acid and chalk made into a paste 
and pressed tightly home. As to the registration of 
farriers he thought it a great misfortune that the veteri- 
nary profession had not been kept posted on the ques- 
tion. (Applause). He did not think it mattered two 
pins to the profession whether farriers were registered 
or not, but he would like to know what entitled a man 
to be registered. Indiscriminate registration would be 
wrong. 


duty of the Registration Committee to write to the mas- 


The PrestpENnt explained that the Secretary of the 
Committee had been under the impression that no 
veterinary surgeons kept forges; but his error had 
been corrected. 

Mr. Sranuey :—I told my shoeing-smiths they could 
do what they liked, but the moment they sent in an ap- 
plication they must pop off. (Oh). 

The Prestpent:—I think you will find, gentlemen, 
that the matter has been put right. 

Sir Henry Simpson said that he did not want to 
stand sponsor for the Farriers’ Company, but they had 


the co-operation of the Royal Agricultural Society and 


the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The inten- 
tion of the Company was to publish a register every year 
and tocirculate it everywhere, so that veterinary surgeons 
and other employers of shoeing smiths should be enabled 
to assure themselves of these men’s qualifications, and if 
not registered should decline to employ them. He was 
sure the Worshipful Master of the Farriers’ Company 
would be extremely sorry when he heard, as he (Sir H. 
Simpson) would take care that he did—that anything 
had been dene which any veterinary surgeon could con- 
strue into an act of discourtesy. Why the foremen 
should have been approached instead of the masters he 
really did not know. 

The PREsIpDENT in summing up the debate, said that 
the worst cases of punctured feet that he had noticed 
were those in which the puncture was just by the june- 
tion of the sole and the frog, and about one to two inches 
from the point. As regarded the treatment during dis- 
charge of synovia, he quite agreed with the patent shoe, 
but what he called a patent shoe was an ordinary shoe 
with a piece of iron attached to each heel at a slight 
angle, and a bar at the bottom. Horses in most ex- 
cruciating pain, after being supplied with it, began to 
find that it rested them, and so the circulation in the 
foot went on properly. His lotion for the discharge of 
synovia was a preparation of carbonate of lead and oxide 
of lead, and he would be pleased to give the exact pre- 
scription to anybody who would like to try the lotion. 
He had tried all sorts of other things, but had never 
been so successful as with that lotion. Of course as soon 
as he got the discharge stopped, he went on to blister, 
and repeated the blisters as often as he could, putting a 
good poultice round the coronet after two or three days 
to get the scurf off, and repeating the blister on the new 
surface. When horses suffered excruciating pain he was 
very fond of giving them a good dose of chloral hydrate 
night and morning. When there were exuberant granu- 
lations he had used chromic oxide for some time past 
with good effect. If a horse was pricked, it was mostly 
the fault of firemen who made the shoe, and who put 
the holes in wrongly. The door-man used to take 
such shoes back to the fireman, but nowadays he seemed 
afraid to do so. (Hear,hear). In conclusion he said 
that a veterinary surgeon who knew anything about 
shoeing had never the time to give superintendence to 
the forge. He, himself, hated the sight of his forge, 
and was of opinion that all veterinary surgeons would be 
better without forges. 

Prof. Watey, in reply, said that Mr. Smith must 
remember that if the foot did need rest, blistering was 
the best method of securing it. ~He would insist upol 
the application of a blister, either to an open joint or to 
a persistant lameness without apparent cause. e 
failed to see why smiths should not be taught the ana 
tomy of the foot and to some extent its pen. Un- 
less a smith had some notion of what he was knocking 
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his nails into, he could no more shoe aq foot properly 
than an engine driver could do his work if he did not 
know something of the construction of an engine. A 
horse’s foot was not a block of wood, into which you 
could knock your nails anywhere. He did not think 
they would make any more quacks by instructing these 
shoeing-smiths than they would by leaving them alone, 
and if they threw aside all connection with the shoeing- 
forge they would produce more quacks than ever. Most 
of the quacks he had met had been master smiths. 
Registration would be the best possible check upon them, 
for any man who tried to use his position for an illegiti- 
mate purpose could be punished at once. As to cold 
water, it was his habit in carrying out the system of 
treatment he had advised in connection with navicular 
burse, to use cold water after the action of the blister 
had passed off, and after a few days of the hose to re- 
place the blister. The effect was better than if a 
blister had been continuously applied. He agreed with 
the use of plate shoes and pressure. The claim to effi- 
ciency which had been :dvauced on behalf of oil of cloves 
was probably its antiseptic property, though to some 
extent, of course, it was coagulative. As to butter of 
antimony he had seen it applied to sheep, and never 
without appearing to cause intense pain. He did not 
believe in the plugging of orifices and open joints as 
long as there was inflammation ; it did a vast amount of 
harm then. A good plug when the inflammation and 
discharge were got rid of consisted of quicklime, which 
was quite aseptic. As tothe use of bichloride of mer- 
cury and sulphate of copper, his plan was to macerate 
for a couple of hours with a strong solution. He dis- 
solved 2 0z. of each in a solution which just covered the 
hoof. This did not interfere with the blistering be- 
cause it did not come in contact with the blister, the 
solution finding its way to the parts by capillary attrac- 
tion. Bichloride of mercury with acetate of lead was a 
capital antiseptic. 

A vote of thanks to Professor Walley was heartily 
adopted. It was decided to hold the next meeting at 
Worcester. The members afterwards dined together 
and a very pleasant evening was spent. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The general annual meeting and dinner took place on 
Friday, February 27th, at the Great Western Hotel, 
Reading. Mr. W. Wilson, president, took the chair. 
There was a good attendance of members and visitors. 
Mr. G. T. Cannon, M.R.C.VS., Bicester, Oxon, was 
unanimously elected a member. It was agreed to hold 
the next meeting at Didcot, on the last Friday in June. 

The Prestpent then read his inaugural address, fol- 
ne by a paper on “ Tuberculosis in relation to 

eterinary Science.” Mr. Wilson’s paper, which was 
well received, was illustrated in a most beautiful man- 
ret the oxy-hydrogen lantern, manipulated by Mr. 
hs Coghill, of the research department of the R.V.C. 

; actual tissues were shown in many cases mounted 
po microscope, but enlarged through the lantern, 

nd their exquisite preparation was greatly admired. A + 
number of photographs were also thrown on the screen : 


Sections of Normal Lung of Child injected. 
Gangrenous pneumonia, child. 
Collapsed lung, child (2) 


Caseating Tuberculosis and Pneumonia 

Plate Cultivation of Organisms found in Air. 
Tuberculosus Bacillus in position ..» 1000 
Mould—Aspergillus Niger 1000 


Anthrax—Mouse spleen ond 1000 
Brewer’s Yeast, Budding 1000: 
Cholera Bacillus ... 1000 


Typhoid Bacillus in Clusters... 1000: 
Edington’s Scarlatina Bacillus... wie 200 
Organisms found in Urine ond .- 1000 
Tuberculosus Bacillus in human sputum 1000 
Injected Brain... on 250° 

Retina, Dog... oe 20 


INAUGURAL ADDREss. 
GENTLEMEN, 


thanking you, most sincerely, for the honour you have 
conferred upon me by electing me President of this 
Association. 

It was with considerable diffidence that I consented to 


my name being proposed for this important position,. 


and I must say that subsequent consideration confirms 
me in the opinion that I shall make a very inadequate 
successor to those gentlemen who have preceded me, 
especially our last and esteemed President, Mr. Wheat- 
ley. Gentlemen, I can scarcely conceive it possible that 


| we can sufficiently estimate the advantages which we, as 


veterinary surgeons, can derive from Associations like 
this. It is by meeting together for mutual improvement, 
by interchange of ideas, and by discussing professional 
subjects, that we are in a manner stimulated to work up 
to, and keep pace with, the advancing science of the 
day, acquainting ourselves with the latest discoveries, 
and the newest, both of medical and surgical methods of 
treatment in counection with the many and important 
peints arising in our profession, These Assoviations are 
also the means whereby any important questions which 
concern the well-being of the body corporate may be 
discussed and analysed, and thus our representatives on 
the Council may obtain possession of the views enter- 
tained by the profession generally. 

It is not my intention on this occasion to touch upon 
any of the controversial topics now before the Council, 
as time will not permit of their discussion. IL hail with 
thanfulness the kindness and liberality of the Central 
Veterinary Association in presenting the sum of £50 to 
the Royal College as a nucleus for a prize fund, which 
example L trust may be followed by other Associations. 
It occurs to we that it will be a great satisfaction tu the 
profession generally that our Council have settled the 
question as regards the matriculation examination, thus 
raising the standard. and making it uniform for the 
whole kingdom. 

The whole civilized world has quite recently been thrown 
into a state of wonder at the startling discovery aunounced 
for the cure of tuberculosis, and I merely mention the 
fact in passing to remark that our Council have not 
been unmindful of what they considered their duty as 
the representatives of a scientific body, by voting a sum 
of money, and placing it in the hands of a committee 
for the purposes of testing the merits of Dr. Koch’s 
discovery, at any of our veterinary schools, or to engage 
the services of some suitable member of our profession 
who shall proceed to Berlin, and investigate the matter 
on behalf of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Turning from the examining to the teaching College, 
those of us who are graduates of the Camden Town 
School cannot fail to be struck with the great advan- 
tages that our present students of veterinary medicine 
and surgery have, in comparison with those enjoyed by 
their predecessors of only a few years ago. Now, in 
addition to the regular teaching staff of the College, 


Miliary tuberculosis (3) 


there are gentlemen eminent in their respective spheres 


I will begin the few remarks I have to make by 
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in the medical profession, who are giving a series of 
lectures on their special subjects, and which cannot fail 
to he of the greatest interest and utility to the students. 


To mention such names as Dr. Crookshank, Mr. Bland | 


Sutton, Mr. Hickson, Mr. Power, and Mr. D’Arcy Power 
will be sufficient to show that the veterinary student of 
the present day has many and great advantages which 
his predecessors did not enjoy. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


At the present day there is no subject in either the 
medical or veterinary’ professions receiving so much 
attention as this fell disease—in fact we may say that it 
is almost monopolising the energies of pathologists to 
the exclusion of everything else, but, unfortunately, 
while we know more and more of the life history of the 
micro-organism believed to be the cause, we still seem 
to be as far as ever from finding a remedy against its 
ravages, 

Bacteriology,the youngest of our departments of science 
while yet in its infancy received an impetus from the 
researches of M. Pasteur, in France, simply because his 
work produced positive results, and because the subject 
matter of his labours was intimately connected with 
many of the leading industries of his country. Before that 
time almost all of the investigations into the life his- 
tories and action of the minute fungi which we now 
term micro-organisms or bacteria, were of interest only 
from a scientific point of view, but when Pasteur con- 
clusively demonstrated the cause of the disease among 
silk-worms, and pointed out an efticient method of 
curing the same, he appealed to that place where it is 
said mankind “can feel the most,” i.¢., the pocket. 
It is needless to say that since that time the world at 
large has been placed under many further obligations to 
this noble Frenchman, in consequence of his work and 
researches relating to anthrax, fowl cholera, swine fever, 
and lastly hydrophobia, and whether we agree or differ 
from him in the conclusions he has arrived at, we must 
agree that the steadfast energy of his pursuit deserves 
success. In England we have had our fair share of 
discoveries in the domain of pathology and bacteriology 
from the immortal Jenner, and his vaccination against 
small-pox—-from the introduction of anti-septic surgery 
by Sir Joseph Lister, which has rendered possible opera- 
tions otherwise beyond our power, and which has so 
much reduced the dangers of, and mortality from the 
operations performed to arrest the progress of disease, 
and stay the hand of death. Let any one read the 
statistics of the operating theatre before and after the 
introduction of anti-septics (for any given amputation 
or operation), and [ am certain they will agree that Sir 
Joseph Lister is well worthy of a place on the roll of 
fame, alongside Pasteur and Koch, both of whom, 
though representing very different schools, rank among 
his many friends. And now, in the present day, we can 

look with pride and pleasure to the work done by Mr. 
Hankin and the late Dr. Woolridge. True it is that a 
great portion of it had to be done in Berlin on account 
of the restrictive operation of the Anti-Vivisection Acts 
in this country, but none the less we should never for- 
get that these two Englishmen were the first to realize 
the importance of what are called the tox-albumens, and 
that they worked out the effects of these powerful com- 
pounds derived from the organism of anthrax, and that 
in this way, and through them, Koch took up the same 
line of research in the case of tuberculosis which has 
resulted in the now famous “ Tuberculin ” or “ Koch’s 
Fluid.” But while France and England can claim each 
their own leaders with justifiable pride, Germany is not 
one bit behind, for the name of Koch—Dr. Robert 
Koch—will ever shed a lustre over the German schools 
of science. Like his compeer Pasteur, he is a hard and 
conscientious investigator, respected by all who know 


him, beloved by his patients, adored by his pupils. To 
his investigation we owe all we know of the micro- 
organism of cholera, and a good deal of information 
about anthrax as well, but of course his many years of 
labour which resulted in the discovery of the bacillus 
tuberculosus, and still later his proposed remedy against 
its ravages has made his name a household word all the 
world over. 

The life history of many of the organisms which are 
classed as pathogenic has been carefully watched under 
varied conditions, and each stage has been duly placed 
upon record, but unfortunately this has been an im- 
possibility in the case of the tubercle bacillus; partly 
on account of its extremely slow growth, on account of 
its small size, on account of the difficulties of finding 
suitable media upon which to cultivate it, and because 
of certain other difficulties, opticial, physical, and 
chemical, but we do know as the results of observa- 
tion by many investigators in various parts of the 
world, that it is governed by the same unchanging 
laws of nature which control the actions and the 
reproduction of species. We know that it does 
not originate spontaneously, but that like other fungi 
the mature plant may form spores, whieh, differing in 
their constituents from the plant which produced them 
are able to resist, to a surprising degree the action of 
heat, cold, acids, and alkalies, so that even after a lapse 
of months, or years, we may have a renewed growth of 
the organism, and of course this, in our ordinary practice, 
we term a fresh outbreak of the disease. No doubt you 
expect me to say something about this remedy for tuber- 
culosis, but first of all, allow me a few words about the 
disease itself. What is it? How does it run its usual 
course? Is it really incurable vr not? Have we yet 
found a cure, and if so what is the cure in question ! 

What is it? The name “tuberculosis ”’ is a most suit- 
able one, for in almost every case its presence and pro- 
gress is marked by the formation of tubercles or nodules 
in the affected part, or rather this is the first naked eye 
appearance; but then the question arises: How come 
these tubercles to be formed? and this we answer by 
referring to Koch and his work. A minute fungus or 
bacillus which can only be seen by the aid of powerful 
lenses, aud which measures about one six-thousandth 
part of an inch long, obtains an entrance into the hody 
of either man or animal by inhalation, ingestion, or 1- 
oculation, and if there happens to be any part or organ 
of the body in a receptive condition, there, in all likeli- 
hood, will this micro-parasite find a suitable fleld for its 
further development and growth. We know that by its 
action upon aud within the tissue, and it may be by 
the chemical action of products given off by the 
organism, that the tubercles or nodules we have just 
mentioned are set up. If we harden, section, mount, 
and microscopically examine the tissue in which tuber- 
cular lesions have taken place, we will find that there 
are numerous changes in the histological structure, con- 
spicuous among which are the: formation of giant ce 
and ordinary cells in the process of degeneraticn. I now 
show you on the screen what the giant cell formation 1s 
like, because it is one of the most certain indications 0 
tubercular degeneration. If now you stain the tissue 
in which giant, cells have been discovered with fuchsine 
or aniline dye, by any of the well-known methods, you 
may find in and around the giant cells the bacillus 
tuberculosus more or less numerous ; that on the gene 
represents the organisms in the spleen of a rabbit, an 
the previous one is taken from a case of tuberculosis in 
man, and you will notice how much alike in both cases 
is the distrivution of the organisms. When, by mre 
tion, this bacillus invades an animal we look for r a 
lesion in the mesentery and glands, in the liver, an¢ A 
the intestine, and it is not unusual to find the —. 
vary in size in the different organs of the same 4” 
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for this phenomenon, however, I can offer you no ex- 
lanation. The photograph now on the screen repre- 
sents the bacilli as found in the wall of the small intes- 
tine of a pig, and you will observe that they appear 
very much larger than those we have just seen in the 
giant cells. 

Upon the authority of Prof. MacFadyean, of Edin- 
burgh, we have it that the horse is peculiarly subject to 
the action of this parasite, and certainly the greatest 
number of them from one field that ever I have seen 
was obtained from a case of tuberculosis in the horse at 
the Roya] Veterinary College a few weeks ago. We may 
well hope, that some action will be taken by our rulers 
as a result of the present Tuberculosis Commission, for 
it may already be considered as a matter settled beyond 
all doubt, that this fell disease can be and is transmitted 
from man to animals, and from animals to man. It is 
with great pleasure that I tell you that the veterinary 
profession is working hand in hand with the investiga- 
tors of the medical schools, and I am certain that the 
interchange of opinions will be mutually profitabie. It 
is well to remind you, however, that your everyday ex- 
perience proves that there may be tubercles or nodules 
found in the tissues which have no connection with 
tuberculosis, however much, in some respects, they may 
appear to be like it, and not a few times have the 
nodules of actinomycosis been mistaken for tuberculosis 
by the unwary, when only a cursory examination could 
be made, but of course the microscope reveals the 
difference, if other methods fail. On the screen I now 
show you a photograph of actinomycosis, the ray fungus 
as it is called ; these photographs are magnified 200 dia., 
while the tuberculosus bacillus were magnified 1000 dia., 
and now you see an actual section of a glandered lung 
of a horse stndded with nodules all over, vou may com- 
pare it with the nodules of tuberculosis in the lung of a 
young child, which will next be shewn. 

Are we to consider tuberculosis as one of the incur- 
able diseases? This a most important question, and 
demands our serious consideration, although it goes 
without saying that it is of more importance from a 
medical than from a veterinary point of view; in that 
case the life of a human being is at stake—a life which 
is beyond all price, while from a veteriuary side of the 
question it is (and ever will be) only a matter of £58. d., 
but even in this respect the question is important, and 
we will hail with satisfaction the time when a remedy is 
discovered, but that time is not yet. A few months ago 
we were in high hopes that the remedy was found,to-day 
we are bound to confess the prospect is by no means so 
bright. Dr.Koch working upon the lines of ourcountrymen 
Hankin and Woolridge determined that the tox albumen 
formed by the Bacillus Tuberculosus was a certain me- 
dium by which the disease itself might be diagnosed, and 
he also, had some idea that by introducing it into the 
circulation of the patient, that the further developement 
and reproduction of the Bacillus, might be arrested or 


indeed altogether stopped. Most unfortunately, as it 


turns out, he was forced by his Emperor, at the instiga- 
tion of indiscreet friends, to prematurely disclose his 
views and plans, and while Koch himself upon each and 
every occasion, warned everyone concerned that he was 
by no means certain of this being the case, the whole 
world got into a fever of excitement, expectation and 
hope. At the present time we are in the midst of a 
re-action which is just an unnatural as was the previows 
excitement, and when this reaction and disappointment 
's over, I have no doubt we will be able to appraise 
Koch’s discovery at its true value, as a means of diag- 


“Rosing, but not not of curing Tuberculosis. Yet every 


post-mortem room furnishes the physician and surgeon 
with evidence of the most certain description, that the dis- 
a ts cwrable—that Dame Nature knows a remedy fer 
‘he repair of Lung Tissue, and for the expulsion of the 


Bacilli, and we can now but hope that some one of the 
many earnest workers in the near future may discover 
that secret. 

1 must, however, tell you that in the Royal Veteri- 
nary College experiments are now being carried on, and 
will be published in due course, this much I tell you be- 
cause it is right you should know that our Veterinary 
Schools are just as much alive to the importance of the 
investigation as the Sister Schools of the Medical 
Faculty. Experiments have proved that this disease 
may be communicated from man to the lower animals, 
and there can be little doubt that from animals it may 
be transmitted to man. It goes without saying that 
Veterinary Surgeons properly trained as Inspectors of 
Markets and of our meat supply, in the near future will 
play an important part in the internal economy of our 
country, and when that time does come, I know, I feel 
certain, our profession will be found equal to the oc- 
casion—will manfully do its duty and merit the confi- 
dence of our Citizens. 

Mr. Stmpson moved a very cordial vote of thanks to 
the President for the great pains he had taken to make 
the afternoon a most interesting and entertaining one. 
Mr. Wilson’s lecture had been most enjoyable as well as 
instructive, and the only regret was that more of the 
members had not been present. Instructive as Mr. 
Wilson’s paper had been, Mr. Coghill’s illustrations had 
very materially aided them to appreciate and understand 
it. (Hear, hear), Mr. Coghill had taken much trouble 
and forethought, and he therefore asked the meeting to 
accord their hearty thanks to him as well as to the 
President. (Applause). 

Mr. Hanks seconded the motion, which was sup- 
ported by Mr. Hurnpatt, and carried by acclamation. 


THe DINNER. 


Some thirty members and friends afterwards dined at 
the Hotel, the chair being filled by the President and 
the vice-chair by the Hon. Sec. 

The toast of “ The Queen and other members of the 
Royal Family” was submitted from the chair, and duly 
honoured, 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson proposed “The Army, Navy and 
Reserve Forces’’ in an able speech; and it was ack- 
nowledged by Quarter-Master Giles Ayres, (R.B.Y.C.), 
Sergt. R. L. Clarke, (Q.0.0.H.), and Trooper Barlow, 
(R.B.Y.C.) 

Prof. Baynes gave the toast of “ Success to the Royal 
Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association,’’ which was, 
he said, established eight years ago, and had now 62 
members. He had the pleasure of being connected 
with other similar associations; and he had no doubt 
that such societies were of immense benefit to all scien- 
tists. He was not himself a member of the veterinary 
profession, but be was intimately connected with it asa 
teacher, and had found the advantage of meeting and 
comparing notes. Mr. Hanks responded. 

Mr. VeRNEY proposed the next toast, “ Kindred 
Associations.”’ 

Mr. J. P. S. Wavker, in acknowledging the compli- 
ment, said the students now at the College at Camden 
Town had great reason to be, thankful for the oppor- 
tunities they possessed, and which were not to be en- 
joyed by students of a quarter of a century ago. He 
strongly advised those who only belonged to that asso- 
ciation to connect themselves with others of a like kind, 
so that they should be able to embrace the opportunity 
of as often as possible meeting other members of the 
profession, comparing notes, and exchanging ideas with 
their brethren practitioners. He particularly com- 
mended to them the National Asssociation. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. W. G. Fxianacan proposed “The Veterinary 
profession ’’—a profession to which it was an honour to 
any man to belong, which was daily increasing in public 
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favour, and the members of which were rapidly gaining 
in social status. 

Mr. H. Kiwp, who responded, said the profession had 
made very great strides during even the past ten years, 
not only socially, but also in its professional and scientific 
aspects. Not so very long ago they were, to a certain 
extent, dependent upon the sister profession, who 
nobly assisted them, and they were grateful for that as- 
sistance. The medical profession seemed to think that 
veterinarians ought still to remain under their care ; 
but they had walked alone for some time and were now 
capable of standing by themselves. The veterinary 
profession had recently received an insult with respect 
to the Hygienic conference. Some members of the 
profession, very rightly he thought, said, “ Let us re- 
main out in the cold, do not knock at the door for admis- 
sion, and they will feel the want of us.”” (Hear, hear). It 
was true that two members of the profession had ac- 
cepted posts at that congress; and he thought that one 
of those gentlemen hitherto had not done for the pro- 
fession that which a gentleman ir his position might 
havedone. The members of the Body Corporate can 
form their own opinion whether they were neglected in- 
tentionsily, but he thought Prof. Brown might have re- 
membered the profession. (Applause). 

Mr. Lerrer proposed, and Mr. Witson, Jun., and 
Henprerson acknowledged, the toast of “The 
Visitors.” 

Mr. G. A. Drews submitted the health of the Presi- 
dent; and the last toast was “ The Officers of R.C.V.M.A.” 
given by Mr. and acknowledged by 
Messrs. Kipp and WALKER. 

During the evening some excellent songs were given 
by Prof. Baynes, and Messrs. Lepper, Hanks, Ayres, 
ilson, Flanagar., Wheatley, Drewe, and others ; 

H. Kipp, Hon. See. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


The John Henry Steel Memorial. 


P Hovusr, 
8th March, 1891. 


A Meeting of the Committee, will be held at 3 p.m. 
on the 19th inst., in the Committee Room of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10, Red Lion 
Square. Agenda :—The Election of Chairman, Hon. 
Secretary and Trustee. The Election of a Sub-Com- 
mittee, if thought desirable. Discussion of the nature 
of appeal to be made to the profession. Discussion 
of form of memorial. Any other business connected 
with the Memorial. 

F. Raymonp, Prov. Hon. Secretary. 


Arrest and Death of a Veterinary Surgeon. 

On March 6th, the people of Celbridge heard with 
much regret of the death of Mr. O’Kelly, V.S., under 
painful circumstances. It may be remembered that 
about a fortnight ago some valuable horses which 
were being trained by Mr. Sherwin here were poison- 
ed, the arsenic having been given tu them in their 
oats. Suspicion, from some cause or other, fell upon 
Mr. O’Kelly, and it was stated he kept large quantities 
of arsenic for veterinary purposes. It should be said 
that Mr. O’Kelly stopped in the same house as Mr. 
Sherwin, and had access to the yard and stable. On 
this day week the matter was inquired closely into 


by Captain Stokes. D.C.,; Mr. Lock, C.1.R.1.C., ; and 
Mr. Brooke, D.1., Naas; and on Monday last Mr. 
O’Kelly was arrested under a warrant issued upon 
the strength of sworn informations, and charged with 
having poisoned the horses in Mr, Sherwin’s stables, 
Mr. O’Kelly was taken to Kilmainham Jail, where 
he expired this morning from some cause unknown 
here. Deceased was V.S., tu the board of guardians, 
and although but a few years in the town was most 
popular. No one believes he was guilty of the charge, 
and the expressions of regret at his death are many. 
An inquest was held in the prison by Dr. Harty, 
County Coroner. Dr. Carte and Dr. Ferguson were 
examined, and stated that they had made a post- 
mortem examination, and that death had resulted 

from disease of the heart and lungs. 
The Irish Times, 


A Special Meeting of Council. 


A Special Meeting of Council is to be held on 
Monday next to consider ‘the subject of a grant 
of money to the International Congress of Hygiene 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“THE NEW CHARTER” 


Dear Sr, 

It seems very evident that the chief object of those who 
are in favour of a New Charter is to abolish the Clause IX, 
bnt when the time comes for reflection they may then think 
that if something had been done to protect the qualified men 
from the misleading representations as at present made by 
the Registered Practitioner and others, our load might be 
somewhat lightened, the public benefited, and our successor’s 
position improved. Why not insert a clause for the better 
protection of the qualified Veterinary Surgeon ? 

‘* PRO BONO PUBLICO.” 


[We should be glad to see the clause our correspondent 
thinks might be inserted into a Charter. Perhaps he will 
draw it up and let us have it—Ep. 


CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL. 
Ik, 

I am glad tosee youhave again commenced to devote at- 
tention to this subject. I would ask how is it that now, with- 
in a month of the election, we know nothing of the candi- 
dates. Can you tell us who arg nominated and what are the 
opinions of candidates ? So far I know nothing except what 
1 read in The Record, and I glean from your pages that only 
Messrs. Whittle and Wragg are to the fore. The latter 
gentleman told the Lincolnshire Society that he approved of 8 
new charter but he did not tell them why ! He did not as much 
as name one single reform for which he thought a charter 
necessary, but he did mention two reforms which he said he 
should oppose. What are the reforms he wishes? Are We 
poor practitioners again to be asked to sign a blank chequé 
and be victims of a confidence trick. 

Yours truly, An Execto. 


Communications, Booxs, Papers recetven :—W. F. 
Greenhalgh, H. Leeney, ‘“‘ Pro bono Publico,” J. Abs0, 
J. L. Webb, “Badminton,” ‘A student who 
Verax,” Prof. Walley, R. 8. Barcham, T. Olver, 
Hedley, Catalogue for Session, University of Pennsylvanl% 
“ Australasian Veterinary Journal,” ‘‘ The Irish 
Cornish Times.” 
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